
  
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

SSTA announces collaboration with JAXA to offer an educational program to 

Singapore students to design space experiments onboard the International 

Space Station (ISS)’s Japanese Experiment Module (a.k.a. Kibo). 

 

Singapore, 11 February 2016 – Space is the new frontier for educating our young in 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics).  The Singapore Space 
and Technology Association (SSTA) is collaborating with the Japan Aerospace 
Exploration Agency (JAXA) to offer an educational program to students and young 
researchers from our Singapore schools to design space experiments to be conducted 
onboard the International Space Station (ISS)’s Japanese Experiment Module (a.k.a. 
Kibo). This is an Asia-Pacific Regional Space Agency Forum (APRSAF) Space 
Environment Utilisation Working Group (SEUWG) initiative known as the Kibo Asian 
Beneficial Collaboration (Kibo-ABC).   
 
SSTA is now a member of the Kibo-ABC initiative, which includes members from 
Australia, Indonesia, Malaysia, New Zealand, the Philippines, Korea, Thailand and 
Vietnam. This regional partnership aims to offer students, research institutions and 
industries of member countries access to Kibo for experiments to be conducted by 
Japanese astronauts, in-orbit testing of new technologies in actual space 
environments, as well as potential launching of cubesats and microsats.  
 
The collaboration will kick-start with “Asian Try Zero-G” as the first program to be 
offered in Singapore. Under this program, students from member countries are invited 
to submit proposals for micro-gravity experiments designed to be performed by JAXA 
astronaut Takuya Ohnishi onboard the Kibo. Selected proposals will have their 
experiments conducted onboard the kibo, which will be video recorded and transmitted 
to JAXA’s ground station, Tsukuba Space Center in Japan, and thereafter delivered 
to SSTA and the design team of the experiment.   
 
Mr. Jonathan Hung, President, SSTA said: “SSTA looks forward to collaborating with 
Kibo-ABC member countries to encourage the active utilisation of Kibo for education 
and technology development.  Through various programs under this collaboration, 
SSTA aims to ignite the interest of our students in science, technology and space 
development.” 
 
Mr.Yoshiya Fukuda, Adviser, JAXA said: “Welcome to Kibo-ABC. We look forward to 
collaborating with colleague from Singapore to facilitate beneficial Asian collaboration 
through Kibo utilization.” 
  



  
 

 

About SSTA (Singapore Space and Technology Association)   

 

The Singapore Space and Technology Association (SSTA) is Singapore’s lead, non-

profit space industry association focused on developing Singapore’s space technology 

industry. It also acts as a neutral platform to facilitate information and communication 

for government, industry and academia.   SSTA spearheads major initiatives with the 

aim of advancing Singapore’s space ecosystem, thus catalysing Singapore’s drive to 

be a regional space hub. On the domestic front, SSTA drives educational and outreach 

programs to encourage careers in the expanding aerospace/space industry.    SSTA's 

projects are multi-faceted and developed to achieve objectives catered to meet the 

needs of our partners, members as well as professionals and students interested in 

Space and its related technologies. 

 

About Kibo-ABC (Asian Beneficial Collaboration through Kibo Utilization.) 

Kibo-ABC is a collaborative program established by the Space Environment Utilization 

Working Group (SEUWG) of The Asia-Pacific Regional Space Agency Forum 

(APRSAF) aiming to promote ISS/Kibo utilization in the Asia-Pacific region and to 

share and build on the outcomes of “Kibo” utilization. The objectives of Kibo-ABC 

include: promotion of Kibo utilization among researchers and engineers in Asian 

countries, accumulation of experience and enhancement of capacity among 

participating space agencies through implementation of projects utilizing Kibo, and 

creation of bilateral cooperation projects on Kibo utilization between member countries 

and Japan. 

 

For further enquiries, please contact: 

Mr. Tan Cheng Hai 
Singapore Space and Technology Association 
Email: chenghai.tan@space.org.sg 
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